


ThankYou
MEMORIAL GIFTS
In memory of 
          William “Willie” Connell
          Kathy Wood
          Doris Vaughn
          Elizabeth Nettles
          Elizabeth (Beth) Harkes
          Esther McLaughglin
     by Dorcas and Sandy Jones
In memory of Rusty Hall by Rachel Dillard
In memory of Mary Wright Robinson 
     by her daughter Caroline Nave and family 
     to renovate and update our library
In memory of Nancy, Sue and Edith 
     friends of the Valle 
     by Kay Thompson

HONORARIUM GIFTS
 In honor of Dorcas and Sandy Jones 
     by Page and Corina Stalcup
In honor of the Rhodo Fest Softball 
     Tournament 
     by Mr. And Mrs. John Catmur
In honor of my mother Bonnie Hogg 
     by Diane Flynt
In honor of Lacy McCord 
     by Robert and Catherine Hayes
In honor of the Rev. Hon. Forest Webster Hall
     by Blaine Paxton Hall
In honor of Isla Lucille Dillahey
     by Jim Dillahey IV

ROCKING CHAIR FUND
In memory of Joel Hastings 
     by Temple Throneburg

OTHER GIFTS
Power washer and trailer 
     by Carolyn and Dan Shepherd

Contributions 
Victoria Miller and Henry & Saeli Eshelman
Jeanne and George Hardie
The ECW of Grace Episcopal Church 
     - Morganton NC
Dorcas and Sandy Jones
Brenda and Fay Binning
The Rev. Jeanne Finan and Tom Eshelman
St. Mary of the Hills - Blowing Rock NC
The Rev. Cyndi and Jim Banks
Wendell Seaver
Donna and Gary Hipp
Patricia Ann Czar
The Rev. Robert Copenhaver
Kelly Shipe
Kay and Gordon Irwin
Beth and Sidney Morgan
Nicholas D. Colantonio
John Youel, Jr.
Lucy and Ken Wallenborn
Anonymous Bagpiper
Alan B. Hayes
Elizabeth Faries
Sandra and Gerald Calhoun
Jean Hughes
Ed Neigh
Priscilla Rich
Sarah and Arthur Holder
Moira and John Turner
Karen Filipski
Geraldene and Bob Ward
Susan and Tom White
The Rev. Scott Oxford
Karen Kassinger
Mollie and Richard Lance
Pat and George Jollie
Susan B. Morgan
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Donations May 1, 2008 through Dec 1, 2008

Hermitage Project

• Contributions 
Carolyn and Dan Shepherd
The Rev. Brian Cole & Susan Weatherford
Margaret Hover
Rachel Dillard
Lynn McClure
Katerina and Rudy Whitley
The Rev. Morgan Gardner
Debbie and Mike Galleher
Polly and Bob Capps
The Thomas and Hadley Morris
The Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor
Sam Tallman
In honor of Bishop G. Porter Taylor 
by Chal and Hugh Vaughn

• Hermitage Project 
in memory of Bishop Weinhauer & 
in honor of his wife Jean
     The Rev. Tim and Beverly McRee

• Hermitage project Rocking Chairs
In honor of The Rev. Jeanne Finan 
     by Diana White and Susie Morgan
In honor of Dorcas and Sandy Jones 
     by Maggie Hover
“To all the saints who have gone before us and 
upon whose shoulders we stand” 
     by Iona and Bob Brigham
In honor of Jim and Rose Andrews 
     The parishioners of St. Paul’s Episcopal
     Church, Wilkesboro NC
In honor of The Rev. Thomas & Hadley Morris
     by The parishioners of St. Paul’s 
     Episcopal Church, Wilkesboro NC
In honor of The Rev. Dr. Virginia Hill Monroe
     by Ginger and Jack Dempsey
     Carolyn and Sam Magruder
     Lois and Dick Williams
     Lella and Frank Bromberg

• Hermitage Project Landscaping
In honor of Diana White 
     by Susan B. Morgan
The parishioners of St. Paul’s - Wilkesboro NC

• Hermitage Project Art Work & Pottery
The Rev. Beth and Tom Lilly

“As we express our gratitude, we must never
forget that the highest appreciation is not to 
utter words, but to live by them.” 

						      —President John F. Kennedy

St. Anthony’s Chapel and 
Evelyn Underhill Accessible Hermitage



This year we celebrated the 30th anniversary of The Valle 
Country Fair, a collaborative event between Holy Cross 

Church and the Conference Center. The day was overcast, 
windy and a bit on the cool side but we had a great crowd of 
approximately 12-13,000 people come out for this one day 
event. All monies raised are given away to various non-profits. 
Our crew of Conference Center staff and The Parkway Elemen-
tary School- PTSA parked approximately 3,304 cars. Hundreds 
of volunteers make this day possible and we send a big thank 
you to each and every one of them.

Bits & Pieces
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“Rustic, while 
charming and clean
- perfect!”

– Women’s Retreat
   Greensboro NC

Our crop of sorghum cane was a good one this year and over a 
2 day period we were able to make 25 gallons of some sweet 

and great tasting molasses. It is a lot of work and one night we
were not finished until the wee hours of the next morning. We 
are lucky to have Dale Townsend supervise each batch from start 
to finish.

Fairgoers enjoying the entertainment at the 30th annual Valle Country Fair Dale Townsend pours the sorghum cane syrup in to the boiler

On Thursday, November 13th we were blessed by a visit 
from the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, The 

Most Rev. Dr. Katharine Jefferts Schori. Bishop Katharine was 
able to stay for about 20 minutes and hear a very short his-
tory of Valle Crucis and see a display of our hermitage project. 
She was the preacher and speaker for the 
37th Annual Convention of the Diocese of 
Western North Carolina held at Kanuga in 
Hendersonville NC.

The Most Rev. Dr. Katharine Jefferts Schori with Tom 
Eshelman in front of Inn fireplace

“We love Valle Crucis! The 
atmosphere and beautiful setting 
certaintly lends to a wonderful 
place for spiritual and mental renewal.”
	 —Brenda Milton - Mebane Presbyterian Women’s Group



(Feel free to copy this form but please use one form per person)

Event for which you are registering:_______________________________________

Starting Date:_________________________________

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________  State:_____  Zip Code:__________

Home Phone:_______________________  Work Phone: ______________________

E-Mail:______________________________________________

Your Faith Tradition: ___________________________

** I would like to room with ____________________________________________

____I will not be staying at the Conference Center but will commute.

____I am coming for a Program Day and will not need lodging. 
(if you wish to arrive the night before a Program Day, call to check on room availability.)

Enclosed:  ____ Nonrefundable, nontransferable deposit of  $_________
	     ____ Full payment of $___________ 

Return this complete form with your check (payable to VCCC) to the address below. 
You will receive a registration confirmation with any further information necessary.

VCCC, PO Box 654, Valle Crucis, NC 28691
** When requesting a specific room mate(s), registration forms and deposits should be 
     mailed together.

• Class Size::  We are committed to keeping our class size 
small as we believe it is in the small group environment 
that learning and spirituality flourish. Because class sizes 
are kept small, classes fill quickly. Early registration is 
encouraged!

• Price and Room Policies:  Listed prices for programs 
include room, board, tuition and materials. Most 
accommodations are double, triple or quadruple occupancy. 
If you prefer a single room, we will try to accommodate you 
though we cannot guarantee this until check-in when the 
final availability of single rooms can be determined. Please 
notify VCCC in advance if you have any medical needs 
such as diet or disability accommodations. We are unable 
to accommodate pets or provide childcare. Smoking is not 
permitted in any building.

• We appreciate the fact that sometimes things may 
come up in your busy life that may prevent your 
attending one of our programs for which you have paid 
a deposit. In that case we will consider your deposit a 
donation to our ongoing ministry of hospitality.

• Meals:  We serve home-cooked, nutritious meals. The fare 
is hearty. Our kitchen staff will try to accommodate any 
special dietary needs if they receive 14 days prior notice. 
If you have any dietary questions, please give us a call.

• Timing:  Unless otherwise noted, conferences 
begin with registration and check in at 4:00 p.m. on 
opening day, followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. They 
close after the 12 noon lunch on the closing day. To 
assist our housekeeping staff, we request that you 
complete your check out prior to lunch closing day.

• To Register: A non-refundable, non-transferable 
deposit of $50 is required for each course except for 
single day programs when a non-refundable payment 
in full is required. Please mail your check with the 
completed registration form.  

• Directions:  You will receive directions to the 
conference center with your registration confirmation. 
We are easy to find and are located just 9 miles 
outside of Boone, NC (2 hours from Winston Salem; 
2-1/2 hours from Charlotte). 

• Commuters:  A limited number of spaces 
are available in each program for commuters not 
requiring lodging. The fee does include three meals 
per day as mealtime is an important part of the 
program's fellowship. Those who choose to commute 
are encouraged to make a commitment to full 
participation in all meals and community activities.

General program Information

Program Registration

“Our lives begin 
to end the day we 
become silent about 
things that matter.”  

      – Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Thanks to the staff! 
That includes the 
housekeepers. We 
never met them but 
appreciate how well 
they do their work.” 
	 – John Parcels
	    SERMEISS



Programs ‘09 
Come spend some time on sacred ground.

A T  V A L L E  C R U C I S  C O N F E R E N C E  C E N T E R



n Program Day With our Two Labyrinths
Monday, May 4, 2009
10 AM - 3 PM - $35, includes lunch
Facilitator - Tom Eshelman

Have you heard about labyrinths and thought you wanted 
to know more? Well now is your chance! In this day long 

retreat you will learn about the fascinating history of this ancient 
tool of walking meditation and prayer as you spend the day 
walking our indoor and outdoor labyrinths.

—Please wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes and bring 
a journal. There will be lots of handouts and plenty of time for 
questions.

n Program Day
By the Hand of a Woman
Monday, May 11, 2009
10 AM - 3 PM - $35, includes lunch
Facilitator - The Rev. Pat Grace

A Quiet Day, celebrating the courage, faith and strength of 
women. The day will be structured around three reflections 

on stories of women from the Old and New Testaments. The 
stories will be told with quiet time for journaling, praying, 
artwork, and contemplation in between. The day will end with a 
simple Taize prayer service with time for sharing.

The Reverend Patricia M. Grace is the Associate for Christian 
Education and Parish Life at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Atlanta, GA. 
She is a recent graduate of the Haden Institute’s three year spiritual 
direction program. Prior to becoming an ordained minister, Pat 
consulted widely in strategic planning, community organizing and 
leadership development in the non-profit sector. She currently serves 
as a Congregational Consultant and Fresh Start facilitator for the 
Diocese of Atlanta. She is an accomplished teacher and retreat leader, 
with a special interest in the role of storytelling in the spiritual journey 
and the life of faith. 

Weekend Writers Workshop
Claiming our Voices 
with Katerina Whitley
May 15-17, 2009
$180, includes all meals, 2 nights lodging and workshop

This workshop will feature returning participants in the 
writing process. We invite serious newcomers also, people 

who are committed to writing and who will enjoy being part of 
a projected, self-published book: Western Carolina Voices. New 
people will be invited to submit and essay or a series of poems 
to the workshop leader, prior to the May deadline. The weekend 
will be spent in writing and evaluation submissions for inclusion 
in the book. With your registration please include an e-mail 
address to keep you informer of this creative process.

—Katerina is a noted author of many books and a speaker who does 
workshops, programs and monologues.

—This workshop will be limited to the first 14 registrations received 
so we encourage you to send in your deposit of $50 to hold your 
space early!

n Program Day
Experiencing Contemplative Prayer
Monday, March 30, 2009
10 AM - 3 PM - $35, includes lunch
Facilitator - Jim Banks

When asked what is prayer, a common response is, “Talking 
with God.” But what about listening to God or being with 

God or even experiencing God? Come to experience a variety 
of Christian prayer forms that disengage the calculating mind. 
The day will alternate between teaching, discussion and practice 
in a relaxed setting. Participants will experience praying with 
scripture, prayer beads and Centering Prayer, concluding with a 
contemplative form of intercessory prayer.

—Jim Banks is a spiritual director trained by the Shalem Institute in 
Washington, DC. He is currently enrolled in post graduate studies in 
religious experience at the University of Wales in the UK.

n Program Day
Our Unique Prayer with God
The Psychology of the Soul’s Essence
Monday, April 27, 2009 
9:30 PM - 4 PM - $45, includes lunch
Facilitator - Pierrette Stukes, PhD

Is there a connection between our individual personality and 
the way that we each meet God in prayer and meditation? 

All spiritual traditions teach a variety of methods of prayer 
and meditation that enable us to experience the presence of 
God. This day retreat builds on these methods and assists you 
in becoming aware of your unique path to and with God. The 
insights of Carl Jung regarding personality types and the shadow 
will be used by the facilitator to enable you to meditatively 
explore your own soulful essence and its connection to God. The 
retreat will provide you the opportunity to explore, widen, and 
deepen your ways of praying with God. The facilitator will also 
use a variety of methods such as presentation, discussion, prayer 
and meditation, visualization, creativity, and writing. You will 
also enjoy personal time for reflection. 

Please join us for an individual meditative exploration of your 
unique prayer life. This retreat is for women only. 

Please contact Pierrette with any questions at 336-982-2402, 
or pstukes@skybest.com. 

—Pierrette received her PhD in English Literature in 2002 from The 
George Washington University with a specialization in psychoanalysis 
and culture theory. She taught at colleges and universities for 15 
years. In January 2009, she will be awarded her certification in 
Spiritual Direction from the prestigious Haden Institute. She has been 
offering compassionate hospitality to others since 2006.

“This was the perfect place to hold organic training 
for a bunch of stressed out county agents”
       – Jeanine Davis, 
          NC State University



n Program Day
Turning Round Right:
Our Life of Continuous Conversion
Friday, May 15, 2009 
10 AM - 3 PM - $35, includes lunch
Facilitator - The Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor

In Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis writes: “Every time you 
make a choice, you are turning the central part of you…into 

something a little different from what it was before….all your 
life long you are slowly turning this central thing into a creature 
that is in harmony with God…and with itself, or else into one 
that is in a state of war.” This day will offer an opportunity to 
examine the turns in our lives as we journey towards God. We 
will examine what conversion entails at different life stages and 
especially focus on the difficulty of surrendering our will to God. 
The format will be presentation and discussion.

n Program Day
Fear Not: The Sacred Search for Courage 
Friday, September 11, 2009
10 AM - 3 PM - $35, includes lunch
Facilitator - The Rev. Jeanne Finan 

Repeatedly in scripture we hear the words, usually from the 
mouths of angels, “Fear not.” From Esther and Judith, Samuel 

and Peter, to the cowardly lion in The Wizard of Oz, courage is a 
spiritual virtue and practice that some seem to easily possess and 
many seem to longingly seek. Using scripture, prayer, poetry and 
silence, this retreat day centers around roping our fears and
replacing them with peace, passion, and possibility. 

—The Rev. Jeanne Finan serves as the rector of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Asheville. She also leads retreats and offers spiritual 
direction. She is the author of Remember Your Baptism: Ten Meditations 
(Cowley Publications).

n Program Day With our Two Labyrinths
Monday, September 14, 2009
10 AM - 3 PM - $35, includes lunch
Facilitator - Tom Eshelman

Have you heard about labyrinths and thought you wanted 
to know more? Well now is your chance! In this day long 

retreat you will learn about the fascinating history of this ancient 
tool of walking meditation and prayer
 as you spend the day walking our indoor and 
outdoor labyrinths.

—Please wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes and bring 
a journal. There will be lots of handouts and plenty of time for 
questions.

n Program Day
Friday, October 2, 2009
10 AM - 3 PM - $35, Includes lunch
Facilitator - The Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor

Advent Retreat: Holy Space, Sacred Circles
Sunday, December 6 - Wednesday Dec 10, 2009
$245, includes 3 nights lodging, all meals and program       
Facilitator - The Rev. Jeanne Finan

       There is nothing so wise as a circle.
               			    —Ranier Maria Rilke

Circles have an undeniable power. Circles collect and focus 
us; circles soothe us and challenge us. Circles represent 

wholeness. Our church year circles through the seasons. The 
season of Advent is the beginning point of a new season, a new 
circle.

Advent is a time of focusing ourselves on the holy that is 
present in our lives and the holy that will come.

Each day follows a quiet rhythm of silence, prayer, meditative 
readings and creative expression. All sessions are optional, 
offering participants time to focus on their own holy longing in 
this Advent season. Some participants use the time for a silent 
retreat; most enjoy the conversation and companionship with 
others.

Participants will also contemplate the dimensional meaning 
of holy space by creating a group mandala of objects as well as 
receiving instruction to create personal mandalas on paper. The 
word “mandala” means circle or completion.

Episcopal priest Jeanne Finan will offer meditations, prayers 
and poetry around the retreat theme of sacred circles.

The holy ground of the Valle Crucis Conference Center offers 
a place for silence, walks in the woods and on two labyrinths, 
and the hospitality of simple delicious meals and comfortable, 
historic accommodations. 

Join us for Word and worship, visual art and prayer, as we 
clear the way for the holy and step into the vast deep circle that 
begins anew with Advent.

—The Rev. Jeanne Finan serves as the rector of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Asheville. She also leads retreats and offers spiritual 
direction. She is the author of Remember Your Baptism: Ten
Meditations (Cowley Publications).
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Valle Crucis
Conference Center
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Telephone:	   828-963-4453
Facsimile:	   828-963-8806
E-Mail:	   vccc@highsouth.com
Web Page:	   www.highsouth.com/vallecrucis

Our Mission
The mission of the Valle Crucis Conference Center

is to inspire, by loving example and service, those who 
break bread with us and share in the quest for spiritual 

renewal, Christian community and stewardship 
of this sacred place.

The Right Reverend G. Porter Taylor
Bishop of the Diocese of Western North Carolina
Valle Crucis Conference Center
Board of Directors
Susan Morgan, President
Sandy Jones, Vice President
Chuck Forester, Treasurer
The Rev. Jane Smith, Secretary
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